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A Vindication of the Obſervator, &*c. 
conſcience to be of the ſame Religion, as theic Sovereign : and 
that the Prince is obliged to force his People to embrace his Religi- 
on. An indifferent Perſon not ſway'd with malice or envy, would 
expect undeniable evidence;-beforeche would venture to brard{\s- 
mag 6f fo” mean character,-with" ſich"an Unctiriſtian Pcineipte; 


while the Pe 
Obediepeg," 1 Khow nog 
words, $. well as Men; 


perceive any thing here," 


bobntf 18 prohibit 'diforder and'confulion 'in the publick-worſhip- 
of- God'? qually tocirb the extravagance of Enthuſiaſts, as the ' 
violence” of Murdeters and: Robbers.” For God hath not only 
given a right and power to Superiors, but alſo a command to im- 
poſe whatſoever is truly decent, and becoming his Publick - Ser- 
vice. Now who is'to be judge of what is decent ? Not Inferi- 
ors; fot-they have no power to-tnjoyn it.; and: therefore ſuth- a- 
priviledge of determining concerning outward Order, if-it' were 
lefr with - private- Men, would be irfflenificant and uſeleſs: fince | 
what ſotne determin'd” with'-themſe]yes, others might refuſe to: 
practiſe. Beſides, if every ſingle Chriſtian had a liberty of defining 
what was 'beſeeming: the'Lyrurgy of the Church, nothing"could + 
{6116 bur perperta 1 oeafaſion'; ner could orler ever be eftabl abliſh-- 
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A Vindication of the Obſervator, eG. 
ed, till men were all of one opiniop. The Apoſtle ſpeaks expreſly, 
L:t all things be done decemly and inorder, Otder then and de= 
cency mult be obſerved; Infetiors are not judges of it, but Soperi- 
ors are,and they only yeſted with a power of impoſing it, If then 
the Sovereign is commanded by God to inſpect, and regulate our 
outward behavior in the Charch, doth henot fin againſt his Con- 
ſcience, if he ſhall licence what he thinks, judges, and believes to 
be confuſion andrudeneſs? Doth he faithfully diſcharge his Duty if 
he permits the Diſcipline Eccleſiaſtick to be trampled under- foot ? 
Governors'and Miniſters ridical'd and diſcouraged ,, and every me- 
lancholy, turbulent, conceited ideot 'to burleſque the publick 
Offices of Divine Wotſhip, by his Antick performance. of them ? 
Nor ttie Obſervator nor I touch any thing'of perſwaſion, or opi- 
nion, or the private exerciſe :of Religion, but of what is open 
and publiſhed, and of the external regiment of the Church, 
whictt is committ-d to the care of the Prince, As od, 
Supream in Eccleſiaftick Aﬀairs, his injunftions* in_ the- circum- 
ſtances of Religion, ought to be complyed with by, the Sub» 
je&t, till *ris as evident, that what is injoyn'd in particular, is 
flatly againſt a Pcecept' of God, as *tis certain that we are 
bound to obey . the Supream' Authority. 'Tenderneſs” or - 
coyneſs of conſcience doth not diſcharge* the obligation, ei- 
ther jof the Prince te preſcribe, or of the Subject to obſerve out. 
ward decency. Not of the Prince, for though be as a Chriſtian: 
ought charitably to- pity all cruly perplext and doubting Con». 
ſciences, while they contain themſelves within the bounds of 
modeſty and Duty z yet he muſt' not break a Divine com- 
mand in Charity to them ;z nor ſuffer the Service of God to be 
perform'd undecently, and diſorderly in indblgence to ſcrupu. 
lous Conſciences, 'Nor can niceneſs or fearfulnels diſengage 
the Sabject from: his tie to obſerve what Superiors appoint; 
Fora-gainſiying conſcience doth not infring the'Sovereigns Authori-' 
ty, nor render the matter of the Law-unlawful; 'for could it doei- 
ther, then one mans ſcruple would licence the ' difobediencp of 2 
whole Kingdom. Nar is Chriſtian liberty atall violated'by this ; 
we are herein reſtrained already by. Almighry God; who {triCt- 
ly requires. obedience to Lawful Authority in every thing which. 
doth not contradift his 'vwn commands. We have now ſeen 
the Obſervators meanings and it .is nomore, than what hath been - 
freqqently urged by many eihinent Divines-of '6ur _ in- 
M_ efence 


A Kindicatjon of the Oblervator,:<e. 
defence, of. our Liturgie... 1 ſee no cauſe why tbe fame thing, 
ſho] jibe Tieafon from Sir, R. L's. Pen, and Law from. another 
a. When the Sence, is the ſame, it, cannot be poiſoned Iby. be. 
well worded. Ay, but this. is go Sabjz& for, a- 
es Fe Men do but expoſe: thejr. coothlels ſpite. by Feb 3 F 
fol vils. Is there any point. Or controverſy Pl Diviauy . [Bice 
NR  (.ithout, the i imputation of. ATOgance) have not hand-, 
F rs Dageey or. writing of any, part of Theology, .was neyer; 
in eds urch the priviledge ofa Clergy Man. If I were: 
ſed fo. alledge Teſtimonies for x popeſongt le matter of Fatt, 
ropes brig ant hundred in Aces? Fealar en, whohave «ry 
credit, and Fay by. their diſcour| 6s of both, Polemic an Prom 
ical Divinity. And who is, it..that. .exclaims againſt . the; late. 
ſhallow. Pamplets on:this y x ſabje&, becauſe they were wrote by 
Lay Authors ? _ But. ?cis ffrange £9 hear this objection from the 
mopths of ry men, who make ni Aiſtiniqn "betweep Laity, 
and Clergy. Love cap't.hide more faults, - thas malice can create.. 
Some baye fore?d the Tame inv 1jous ſence on another paſſage of 
the Tame eres « ,LWhat a ſhall that Prince make. at "the 
day of judgement, that when his pain Bao charges. him ( as. be hopes 
for Sal; 1 ito prev ides according ta_the beſt p* his kill, for 
the welfare. ; 'bis.. 'Prople ſhal Jet. offer. hu Subjetts, fo, exerciſe. 
that lice: Ces Which he ſo ha A Tart ehinks , (Judges, - and beheves, 
will be 4; their. deftrut {elf haye heat Jn a Coffee: 
Houſe not ing. leſs t Whips,.. and Scorpions,” Fire and F. 
with A great deal more 4 How Reaſon or Charity, ſqueez'd, 
bode: this li gle tence : | mentioned. not with. the. 0: 5, 
her tw99, "becauſe Ihiok | oy 2.. quite gy þ meaning : 
is only, an argument: HY aft * Toleratio awa_ from. 
thi MI \ryin and deſolation, it might bring on '6ur Couatry. 
The, : oſt Is Zelort cannos deny, ,but a Prince. is bound in 
FOFty ith. the Fil elieſt means. be can, chooſe, 
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if V indrtation of the Obſervator, &e. 

bel fuch' diviſions} as*more than 'threaten the deftriſon” of 
'ow1l Prerogatives, 'and' their Peoples welfare ? Kings may, 

as far as they think 'fit, indulge harmleſs errors, ' and make what 
Mowatices they pleaſe for truly tender conſciences : But which 
of the ſeyeral Sects among us can give any marks of  ſ4ch? Are 
there hot many whoſe principles -and- deſigns "are deftruttive of 
all Civil Power, and Eccleſfiaſtick Diſcipline ? Did. we ever ſe 
any of them ſcrupulous of diſobeying their Sovereign ?. a true 
note of a ſoft conſcience. What do they drive at by pleading for 
this liberty, but to be able to laugh at Church-cenſures cam privi- 
legio,to over-aw and then overpower the eftabliſhed Government ? 
Now ſhould a Prince ſee his Kingdom embroyled, his People 
haraſſ'd with Civil Wars, his own Power ſo manacled, that. he 
could not ſupport his Subjects in their Right and Poſſeſſions, 
"what a mighty comfort to him would it be, to reflect, theſe 
- miſchiefs were all ufher'd in under the pretext of Religion? it 
would  be"a cordiat fatisfaftion to think, he might have 
prevented all theſe villanies, but he was unwilling to curb ten=- 
der Conſciences. Now the Obſerovator muſt be a great Villain in 
declaring 'cis his judgment, that God Almighty will be diſpleas'd 


at that Prince , who ſhall not endeavor to reſtrain his People 


from cutting one anothers Throats; that the ſame cauſes will 
probably produce the ſame effects ; that” thoſe men who once 
tore up the foundations of the Government, ought not to be 
truſted as Friends to it, till they lay aſide their old Principles 
and practices. > xe " "0 

Well but be hath cotumitted/ dne unpttdonable crime, that no 
true Proteſtant can paſs by :: he ſaid the two Churches might eaſily, 
be united! vt | 

Suppoſing he had affirmed ( as ſome abuſe him ) an accommo- 
dation between the two Churches was feaſible. Is one good: 
natur'd error ſufficient to fink a mans reputation ? Will Chri-- 
ſtianity allow me to yilifie or reproach a man for one mi- 
ſtake in judgement ! But where did he ever make the dif- 
_ ference 16 Timalf 7 What-did-he-ever-fay-,—or-atleaſt-intend.,, 
but that a Pcoteſtant and Papiſt might live amicably in the 
ſame Kingdom? That a man might be a true Son of the: 
Church of England, without bellowing and ſhaking his head al-. 
wayes at the fight of a Romaniſt? After Sir R, Z's. long and: 
conſtant adherence to his. Prince and Mother Church, his dayly. 


proofs. 
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A Vindication of the Obferyator, &c. 


-propfs-and profeſſion of bis uprightneſs. and ſincerity, cocks 4 
will not allow. any man' to. entertain; leſs honourable chouglits of _ 
him,for theſe impertincot Scandals his Eneivies invent, agai ] wy 


« 


Nor, without the imputation of folly or. injuſtice, can. 1, or _ 
toitant, and a Loyal 


trary, thipk him otherwiſe than a firm Pro 


